RECREATION BOARD MINUTES

Minutes of the Recreation Board Meeting held on March 2nd, 2009 from 4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. in the City Manager’s Conference Room.

Present: Greg Jones, Mary Jannides -President, Tim Bickel, Jeff Courter , Katie McMillen, Patti Moore-Upper Valley JVS,Cheri Dalton-Chamber of Commerce, George Kratt and Tom Barnett with Sidney Daily News. 
Also Present: Jennie Rogers-Recreation Specialist, Duane Gaier- Parks Director 
Absent: Jerry Knoop-Board Secretary, Katie McMillen-Council Representative 
Mary Jannides called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m.  No corrections were made to the minutes. Greg Jones made a motion to accept October 6th, 2008. Bickel seconded the motion. The motion passed with no objections.

NEW BUSINESS: 
Piper Park update: Gaier passed out power point presentations to everyone. Please see included packet. NK Parts has teamed up with the City of Sidney to make a park (Piper Park); where the original Piper building use to sit. NK Parts has donated $20,000.00 towards this project to celebrate their 20 year anniversary here in Sidney. The concept design was completed by Freytag and Associates. The design was shared with Downtown Business Association and the Courtview Condo Association and now with the Parks and Recreation Board. Some of the park amenities will include: Drinking fountain, matching benches to Court Square, Matching lighting to Streetscape, Matching fencing to their downtown facilities, bike rack. NK Parts has agreed to manufacture some of the amenities themselves to help keep the cost down.

5K Race Requirements: Please see the attachment. Gaier explained to the board that the parks department has come up with some 5K race requirements. Airstream Company has donated signs to make the 5K route in Tawawa Park so we will no longer allow paint on the asphalt; cones and barricades will now be used to make the trail along with the signage.
Virginia Graeme Safety Act: The act requires that all swimming pools, spas and special use pools have anti-entrapment and anti-evisceration mechanisms. This act has come into effect after a young girl tragically died after being entrapped in a spa drain. The Consumer Product Safety Commission is the federal agency tasked with enforcing this legislation. All alterations must be made prior to our pool opening this summer. We have been in contact with Patterson Pool Company to get this complete. Please see the attachment to get complete details.
Park History: The parks department currently has two retired school teachers, Cheryl Michael and Janet Ross researching all the named areas in Tawawa Park. The two will then write up a description of each area and that will be put on the Parks website. They will then start researching all the neighborhood parks. 

Food Program: The food program will have four sites this year at Humphrey Park, Brown Park, Alpha Community Center and a new site Brown Park. The program will run from June 1 to August 14.

Pool rates for 2009 season: This year the City of Sidney will be raising the pool rates this is in contingency with the 5 year plan to raise the pool rates 5% for the next 5 years. Please see the attached pool sheet.

Term limits: Greg Jones spoke to the board about having term limits set so that each board member could only serve so long on the Parks and Recreation Board and then they would have to be off so long before they could get back on the board. Gaier explained to the board that he has spoke with Law Director Mike Smith and currently there is nothing in the City of Sidney Ordinance that states that there is any such term limits written, but Jones could take this to Council to try and have this changed. 
Jones also wanted to know why there is no representation from Lehman just Sidney City Schools. Gaier explained the ordinance reads that we take representation from the local representing school.
OLD BUSINESS:

None at this time.

Comments: 
Gaier let the board know that park employee Jim Daniels painted the entrance sign to Tawawa Park. The sign looks very nice if they get a change to over and see it. 
Kratt wanted the board to know that recreation can happen at anywhere at anytime.

Gaier handed out to the board a draft copy of the Parks Master Plan and wanted the board to review their copies and make any changes that they felt were necessary.

Bickel made a motion to adjourn and Courter seconded the motion. Motion passed.
 ______________                                                                         ____________

Mary Jannides, Pres.                                                                        Jerry Knoop, Sec.

